Hospital care techniques resulting in intact survival of a 380-g infant.
Intact survival of infants delivered before completion of the 26th week of gestation or weighing less than 500 g is a well known phenomenon. We recently cared for an infant whose birth weight was 380 g, making her one of the smallest survivors in the United States. Her hospitalization (including expenses), the techniques of our minimal intervention protocol and her 20-month (corrected) follow-up are presented together with a discussion of the moral, economic and social implications involved in the care of such an infant.